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Kulasekhara
A Vaishnavite devotee, Kulasekhara, is the author of a charming and inspiring religious lyric called Mukqnda mala. Tradition holds that this Kulasekhara was a king of Kerala and identifies him with Kula-sekbara Alvar, a Vaishnavite saint who is the author of some of the Tamil poems included in the 4000 stanzas called the Divyaprabandha, which is a sacred book of the Vaishnavas. This identification has not yet been established beyond doubt. Vasudeva, the author of Yudhishthiravijaya, has referred to king Kulasekhara as his contemporary. On this ground* Kulasekhara may be assigned to the 9th century A. D. As the title implies, the Mukundamala is a garland of verses offered to Vishnu. The style is remarkably simple and is expressive of deep and sincere devotion.
In the 9th century A. D., Pushpadanta a native of Kashmir, wrote his Mahimna stotra which is a hymn on the greatness and glory of Siva. Anandavardhana, who belonged to the court of King Avantivarma of Kashmir wrote in 800 A. D. the Devi sataka in praise of Goddess Parvati.
Lilasuka
One of the most important names in the field of religious lyric is that of Lilasuka who originally was known as Bilvamangala. An interesting tradition current about him says that he was indulging in the company of a good and pious courtezan called Chinta-mani whose timely reproach brought about a trans-character, whereupon to was initiated